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Rar e Neuroimmunologic Disorders (NI Ds):
What arethehurdlesthat limit us?

* Theseareagroup of conditionsthat may
be:
« Unfamiliar toclinicians
« Unheralded by any antecedent war ning signs
« Rapid in their onset and progression
« Difficult to diagnose
« Lackingin auniform approach to treatment
« Variablein their responseto treatment
« Highly divergent in their eventual outcomes

Rare NIDs: What are some of the common
themeswe will hear about?

» Theseareagroup of conditionsthat:

* Likely develop asaresult of some specific
triggering event

« Aredriven by aberrant and/or excessive
immuneresponses

« Occur intissuesthat ordinarily havelimited
exposureto theimmune system

» Occur in tissueswith limited regener ative
capacity

Rare NIDs: How can we position our selves
to better attack these disease?

» Develop uniform disease definitions or
diagnostic criteria

« Establish specialized clinical centers

* Agoressively recruit patientsto thesefacilities

» Collect data on every patient

» Createsampleand tissuerepositories

¢ Useforumssuch asthismeeting to develop
rational treatment protocolsand clinical trials

Conclusions

Although diverse, many rareNIDsshare

common pathogenetic mechanisms

» Specialized centersfocused on diagnosis
and treatment of rare NIDs are being
developed

» Advancesin neuroimaging and sdective

immunother apy will improve our ability

todiagnoseand treat rare NIDs




